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SPEAKERS
Ilkay Altintas - Chief Data Science Officer, SDSC

Keshava Aswath - Vice President, VASPP Technologies

Ilkay Altintas is the Chief Data Science
Officer at the San Diego Supercomputer
Center (SDSC), UC San Diego, where she is
also the founder and director for the
Workflows for Data Science Center of
Excellence. Since joining SDSC in 2001, she
has worked on different aspects of dataflowbased computing and workflows as a principal investigator and in
other leadership roles across a wide range of cross-disciplinary NSF,
DOE, NIH, and Moore Foundation projects.

Keshava is a business and sales professional
with over 10 years of experience in brand
strategy, business process management and
sales. Has a proven track record of
accomplishments in design, implementation
and optimization of various business
processes. Keshava’s priorities are always
customer focus and value creation.

Lynda Applegate - Harvard Business School
Lynda M. Applegate is the Sarofim-Rock
Professor of Business Administration at HBS
and Chair of the HBS Executive Education
Programs for Business Owners &
Entrepreneurs, which includes the school’s
flagship Owner President Management
(OPM) program, its Launching New Ventures
and Private Equity/Venture Capital programs, and its newly launched
Global Immersions for Business Owners and Entrepreneurs.

Winston Armstrong - CISO, SDSC
Winston Armstrong is the CISO at the San
Diego Supercomputer Center (SDSC) and
responsible for operational security of
systems and data. This includes security of
SDSC Supercomputers, Certified FISMA
Moderate Programs, and HIPAA compliant
Programs. He oversaw completion of four
successful audits to FISMA (NIST 800-53) requirements. Winston has
worked in engineering, IT, and IT security in the fields of nuclear and
aerospace engineering, and IT services. Winston is a Certified
Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) and received a
Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from UCSB.

Robert Bagley - Chief Research Officer, ClickFox
Robert oversees the innovative application of
Data Science practices for client engagements
and product features, charting future analytic
and technology strategies. Prior to his current
role, he held various leadership positions at
ClickFox focused on building and managing
top-notch delivery teams in engineering
services and customer support. Before ClickFox, he developed
applications focused on improving key processes and reducing
operating costs at the Georgia Institute of Technology and Southern
Company. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from
the Georgia Institute of Technology.

Simon Bain - CEO, BOHH Labs
Simon is a recognized leader in the IT industry
for over 20 years. He is best known for
developing innovative security and search
applications. He has been instrumental in
leading national and global strategic initiatives
including for the UK Government Election
Pilots, Anite Public Services Police National
Computer (PNC), and Swift Banking Platform for Co-Operative Bank.
Simon has been a core technologist in the world’s largest incubator with
multiple exits to Microsoft, IBM, Oracle and Sun (1997 – 2001). He holds
four patents with six pending on search and security.

John Ashley - Director, Global Professional Services, NVIDIA

Paul Barth - Founder & CEO, Podium Data

John Ashley leads the Professional Services
Deep Learning Practice for NVIDIA –
working to help customers and partners
adopt and deliver deep learning solutions.
Previously at NVIDIA he has managed the
relationship with IBM’s Software and
Cognitive groups, was a Senior Solutions
Architect covering Financial Services based in New York and then
London, and supported NVIDIA’s work with the Square Kilometer
Array radio astronomy programs. He holds a doctorate in
Computational Sciences and Informatics, and both BS and MS
degrees in Electrical Engineering.

Dr. Paul Barth is founder and CEO of Podium
Data, creator of the industry-leading Podium
data lake software platform that is redefining
enterprise data management. He has spent
decades developing advanced data and
analytics solutions for Fortune 100
companies, and is a recognized thoughtleader in business-driven data strategies and best practices. Prior to
founding Podium Data, Paul co-founded New Vantage Partners, a
boutique consultancy advising C-level executives at leading banking,
investment, and insurance firms. Paul holds a PhD in computer
science from MIT, and an MS from Yale University.
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Chaitan Baru - Senior Advisor for Data Science, National
Science Foundation
Chaitan Baru is a Distinguished Scientist and
Associate Director of Data Initiatives at the
San Diego Supercomputer Center (SDSC),
UC San Diego where he works on applied
and applications-oriented research problems
related to data management and data
analytics. He has participated in a number of
“data cyberinfrastructure” initiatives, including as Principal Investigator
(PI) of the OpenTopography project; Cyberinfrastructure Lead, Tropical
Ecology, Assessment and Monitoring network (TEAM); Co-Investigator
of the Cyberinfrastructure for Comparative Effectiveness Research
project (CYCORE); and member of the founding Senior Management
Team of the National Ecologial Observatory Network (NEON). (Baru is
currently on assignment as Senior Advisor for Data Science in the
Computer and Information Science & Engineering Directorate at the
National Science Foundation).

Jonathan Behnke - Chief Information Officer, City of San
Diego
Jonathan Behnke is the Chief Information
Officer for the City of San Diego. He has
over 20 years of IT experience managing
and implementing technology for a broad
range of industries including public sector,
contract services, oil, construction,
automotive, consulting, and manufacturing. In
his current role he is responsible for the technology strategy and
operations for America’s eighth largest City including data center,
network, public safety wireless communications, web services,
enterprise applications, portfolio management, cybersecurity, GIS,
and data analytics, supporting over 11,000 users and 1.4 million
citizens. He also serves on the Board of Directors for SanGIS, the
California Cybersecurity Task Force in support of CA Governor’s
Office of Emergency Services, the Municipal Information Systems
Association of California, and the San Diego Infragard.

Melva Benoit - Founder and President, Marian Dupree
Group
As founder and president of The Marian
Dupree Group, a strategic advisory firm,
Melva transforms consumer research teams
using innovation, tech and collaboration. She
has held senior executive research positions
in television broadcast, cable networks and
digital, and led strategic initiatives in content
creation, product strategy, marketing and advertising for major media,
entertainment, and consumer brands including Disney, Comedy
Central, Cartoon Network, NBC, FOX and Nickelodeon. Melva was
included in the 2007 class of Broadcasting and Cable’s Women to
Watch. In 2012, she received the Next Generation Market Research
Innovation Award in Thought Leadership for her work in Social Media
Measurement. Melva currently is Executive Professor, Digital, Media
and Innovation at Pepperdine University’s Graziadio, School of
Business and Management in Malibu, California.

Yves Bergquist - CEO, Novamente
Yves is a data scientist and founder and
director of the “Data & Analytics” Project at
USC’s Entertainment Technology Center,
where his team helps the entertainment
industry accelerate the deployment of
next-generation audience intelligence
standards and solutions. Yves is also CEO of
AI engineering firm Novamente, which builds neural symbolic
cognitive architectures to solve large-scale enterprise problems, with
clients like the CDC, DARPA, IARPA, Intel, and Lockheed-Martin.
Novamente has built the AI architecture for Hanson Robotics’
“Sophia”, profiled on CBS’ 60 Minutes. The Novamente team also
manages the OpenCog Foundation, which aims to develop open
source Artificial General Intelligence. Yves was part of the founding
team of Singularity University, and holds an MBA from the Middlebury
Institute of International Studies.

Simmi Bhargava - Sr. Manager of Data Governance, Adobe
My passions are solving complex business
problems, building lasting relationships,
delivering solutions in the cloud or on
premise, navigating uncharted territory. I take
a whole person approach to every
relationship; where I consider Head, Heart,
Body which allows me to foster high, wide
and deep engagement. With over 20+ years in the high-tech
industry; I have had the privilege to work with some of the greatest
minds and game-changing companies through transformations and
pivotal inflection points. Most recently, I am proud to be a part of the
Adobe Information Data Services team and have come to realize that
the IP of the future will be data. Now more than ever it is important to
focus on trusted insights coming from governed data. Let’s govern
data so we can set it free.

Roger Bohn - School of Global Policy & Strategy, UCSD
Roger Bohn is a professor of management
and has been on the GPS faculty since 1992.
Roger’s primary research interest has been
in the area of technological knowledge —
what is it, what it does when you have it, and
how to develop it. He has explored
technological knowledge in multiple
industries, most recently in aviation. Bohn is an expert in high-tech
and international manufacturing, the electronics industry and the data
storage industry. He has served as a consultant to industry in the
areas of manufacturing ramp-up, process improvement, product
development and organizational management. He posts to the “Art
and Science in Technology” blog, looking at how technologies
evolve and why it matters. Bohn has a PhD in Management from the
MIT Sloan School of Management, and a BA in Applied Mathematics
from Harvard College.
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Jay Boisseau - Chief HPC Technology Strategist, Dell EMC
Jay is an experienced supercomputing
leader with over 20 years in the field, having
worked at three supercomputing centers—
including founding one. Jay’s recent work
includes working to further develop Dell’s
high performance computing (HPC) strategy,
vision, and new solutions for a broader use
of HPC; developing ‘smart city’ technologies and applications,
including mobile and Internet-of-Things (IoT) devices to collect data
and communicate information to city planners and citizens; and
developing ‘mHealth’ solutions that leverage mobile, wearable, and
IoT devices to help in recovery from severe illnesses. Jay recently
started the Austin City UP consortium (July 2015), with a vision of
creating an integrated smart city fabric throughout Austin—leveraging
mobile devices and IoT collectors, as well as supercomputers for
predictive analytics and scenario simulation.

Kristen Burton - Director, Enterprise Data Science Office,
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Kristen Burton is the Director of the
Enterprise Data Science Office and Digital
Process Transformation at Cisco. Burton
assembles cross-functional analytics project
teams for execution on corporate priorities
that require predictive analytics, machine
learning, and process improvement skill sets,
among others. She also directs the Data Science and Lean Six Sigma
education and certification programs; helps define and implement
innovation career paths for data scientists in order for Cisco to attract,
cultivate and retain talent; and conducts events for the analytics
community to encourage collaboration and innovation on projects
being executed in various domains across Cisco. Burton earned a BS
in Industrial Engineering from the California Polytechnic State
University in San Luis Obispo.

Kirk Borne - Principal Data Scientist, Booz Allen Hamilton

Laura Carrington - Research Scientist, SDSC

Kirk Borne is the Principal Data Scientist at
Booz Allen Hamilton (since 2015). He
previously spent 12 years as Professor of
Astrophysics and Computational Science at
George Mason University where he taught
and advised students in the Data Science
degree programs. Before that, he worked 18
years supporting NASA projects in various roles, including Data
Archive Project Scientist for the Hubble Space Telescope. He is an
active contributor on social media, where he has been named
consistently the top worldwide influencer in big data and data
science since 2013. You can follow him on Twitter at @KirkDBorne

Laura Carrington is an expert in High
Performance Computing (HPC). Her work
has resulted in over 60 publications in HPC
benchmarking, workload analysis,
application performance modeling, analysis
of accelerators (i.e. FPGAs and GPUs) for
scientific workloads, tools in performance
analysis (i.e. processor and network simulators), and energy-efficient
computing. At UC San Diego, she is the director of the Performance,
Modeling, and Characterization (PMaC) Lab. She is also the UC San
Diego PI for Institute for Sustained Performance, Energy, and
Resilience (SUPER) DoE SciDAC-3 and lead for the energy efficiency
thrust for the institute as well as PI on a number other awards that
support the lab. She has presented at numerous invited talks,
member of various panels and committees, and an active member of
DoD HPCMP Performance team involved in their annual HPC system
procurement for past 10 years.

Barbara Bry - Councilmember District 1, City of San Diego
Barbara Bry is the Council-member for San
Diego City Council District 1. She is a
high-tech entrepreneur and community
leader who taught entrepreneurship at
UCSD. Barbara was on the founding team of
several local high-tech companies, including
ProFlowers.com. She is co-founder of
Atcom/Info, which was one of the first to develop the technology that
pioneered internet kiosks and high speed internet access in hotel
rooms. Additionally, she served as the first associate director of
CONNECT, and is the founder of Athena San Diego, the leading
organization for women in the San Diego tech and life sciences
community. Barbara holds an MBA from Harvard University.

Sandeep Chandra - Director, HealthCyber, SDSC
As the Director of the Health
Cyberinfrastructure division at UCSD’s San
Diego Supercomputer Center, Sandeep
Chandra provides strategic vision, direction,
management and implementation of
concepts and methodologies for building
Sherlock’s technology platforms. Sandeep
brings strong knowledge of the healthcare ecosystem with deep
focus in compliance including NIST, FISMA and HIPAA requirements.
Sandeep holds as MS in Computer Science from North Carolina
State University and has over 15 years of experience providing direct
policy, business, operations, and technology advice to the leadership
at federal, state and academic institutions.
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Stan Christiaens - Co-Founder and CTO, Colibra

Shelly Davis - Principal Lead, Booz Allen Hamilton

Stan leads the company’s global product
organization with a focus on driving data
governance technology innovation. Prior to
co-founding Collibra, Stan was a senior
researcher at the Vrije Universiteit of
Brussels, a leading semantic research center
in Europe, where he focused on applicationoriented research in semantics. Stan is a sought-after expert
resource, industry speaker, and author on the topic of data
governance and semantics. He has participated actively in several
international research projects (such as ITEA, FP6 and FP7) and
conferences (including OTM, FIS and ESTC). He has also published
various articles and patents in the field of ontology engineering. Stan
holds a Master of Science degree in Information Technology and a
Master’s degree in Artificial Intelligence from Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven and a Postgraduate in Industrial Corporate Governance from
Europese Hogeschool Brussel.

Shelly Davis is a Principal lead in Booz Allen
Hamilton’s Data Solutions and Machine
Intelligence group with a primary focus of
driving analytics into the Navy Marine Corps
market and helping define how the Navy can
use data science to become a more
mission-ready organization. Shelly enjoys a
good data science challenge and is currently working with senior
Navy clients to help them establish a chief data officer role. Shelly is
also leading Booz Allen data science investments to help make data
science concepts more understandable for all staff and enable them
to start a data science dialog with their clients. Her approach is
focusing on becoming a force multiplier for data science and
propagating it across Booz Allen and external client organizations. To
increase her impact, Shelly is developing HACKaTHONS that enable
clients to uncover their own data to increase the value from it. She holds
a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Penn State and an M.S. in the
Management of Information Technology from the University of Virginia,
and is PMP Certified.

Siddhartha Dalal - Professor, Columbia University
Siddhartha (Sid) Dalal is a Professor of
Professional Practice at Columbia
University’s School of Professional Studies.
Prior to joining Columbia he was Chief Data
Scientist and Senior Vice President at AIG in
charge of R&D that included creation and
application of AI, Statistics and CS to
Computer Vision, Natural Language Processing, and Sensors/IOT for
managing risks. He came to AIG from RAND Corporation where he
was the CTO. Dalal also was Vice President of Research at Xerox,
overseeing their worldwide imaging and software services research,
and Bell Labs and Bellcore/SAIC as Chief Scientist and Executive
Director. Dalal has an MBA and a Ph.D. from the University of
Rochester with over 100 peer-reviewed publications, patents, and
monographs covering the areas of risk analysis, medical informatics
Bayesian statistics and economics, image processing, and sensor
networks. At Rand he was responsible for the creation of technology
and spinning-off of Praedicat, Inc., a casualty insurance analytics
company. Dalal is a member of US Army Science Board, an advisory
board of 20 scientists appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Defense to
advise the U.S. Army on technology. He has received several awards
including from IEEE, ASA, and ASQ.

Kat Dransﬁeld - CTO, Applied Materials
Kat Dransfield currently leads open
innovation and marketing efforts for
emerging technologies at Applied Materials.
She specializes in analyzing how information
and digital systems are created, managed,
and used to create competitive advantage.
Her work focuses on methods of quantifying
digital assets, and the organizational structures and communication
methodologies needed to succeed in the information economy.
Previously, Kat authored the Department of the Navy’s information
strategy with a focus on networked organizations and data-centered
design. She holds an MS in Social Science of the Internet from
Oxford University, and a BS in English from the United States Naval
Academy.

John Ervin - Vice President, Peaxy
John Ervin is the Life Sciences Lead at
Peaxy, a San Jose based company, which
provides solutions for large scale data
curation for enterprise customers. John has
led a variety of technology businesses, in
the US and Europe, for over 15 years with
specialties in proteomics, nanotechnology
and distributed file systems. John’s BA is from Cornell University and
his PhD in Physical Chemistry from the University of Illinois.
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Eduardo Esquenazi - Founder & Chairman, Sirenas

Natalie Evans Harris - COO BrightHive

Dr. Esquenazi’s task is to ensure that Sirenas
has the best combination of expertise,
resources and strategy to succeed and
mature. Beyond this, he helps direct the
Discovery and Informatics arms of Sirenas,
including library creation, acquisition of
biodiversity and cutting edge data analytics.
Dr. Esquenazi has served as advisor to a global investment fund
since 2007 and holds additional board appointments. He was the
recipient of the NIH Training Grant in Marine Biotechnology in 2008
and The San Diego Fellowship in 2010 and has published over a
dozen publications since 2007 associated with novel approaches to
the identification and study of marine natural products. In September
2016, Sirenas was awarded a $775,000 grant from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation to discover potential therapies to treat neglected
diseases. Dr. Esquenazi received his B.S. in Biology and
Neuroscience from Vanderbilt University and his Ph.D. in Biology
from the Center for Marine Biotechnology and Biomedicine at The
Scripps Institution of Oceanography and from The Skaggs School of
Pharmacy at UC San Diego.

Natalie works with a broad network of
academic institutions, data science
organization, application developers, and
foundations to increase the use of open
data standards, APIs, and ethical algorithms
in scaling data science efforts that directly
benefit people receiving social services. Her
current initiatives include forming a new
partnership between Bloomberg, BrightHive, and Data for
Democracy to develop a code of ethics for data scientists.
Previously, she was Senior Policy Advisor to the US Chief Technology
Officer in the Obama Administration. Natlaie founded the Data
Cabinet – a federal data science community of practice with over
200 active members across more than 40 federal agencies that
develops best practice tools that can be leveraged by the
community to assess and advance data capacity needs. Natalie has
served as a Brookings Legislative Fellow to Senator Cory Booker
focused on cyber and governmental affairs issues and led an
analytics development center for the National Security Agency. She
has a Masters in Public Administration from George Washington
University, a BS in Computer Science and a BS in Sociology from
University of Maryland Eastern Shore.

Aaron Foster - Global Lead, Vaccines & Oncology, Pfizer, Inc
Business analytics is the science of driving
better business decisions and having a
competitive advantage to how you use
statistics and data to make them. Aaron’s
global organization supports three of Pfizer’s
core innovative businesses: Vaccines,
Oncology and Rare Disease. Aaron’s focus
is using real-world data, survey and statistical techniques to
understand unmet medical need and help Pfizer develop medicines
to address these needs; he also guides marketing and sales
strategies for approved medicines to help patients, physicians and
other stakeholders understand their role in treatment and prevention.
Earlier in his career, Aaron was a statistician at KPMG LLP and a
Biostatistician at Bristol-Myers Squibb. He holds a Doctor of Science
in Biostatistics from Harvard University and a BS in Mathematics from
Morehouse College.

Dan Green - Fellow, Secretary of the Navy
Mr. Green is serving as a Research
Associate on the SECNAV Naval Innovation
Advisory Council. As a visiting Fellow, he is
collaborating with senior scientists at the
Center for Large Scale Data Systems, San
Diego Supercomputer Center on the
University of California San Diego campus.
His current research topics include analysis of Information Readiness
and the development of methodologies to improve visibility into
maritime industrial security and preparedness.

Ron Hawkins - Program Director, SDSC
Ron Hawkins is the director of industry
relations at the University of California’s San
Diego Supercomputer Center, where he is
responsible for developing industry
partnerships and research collaborations in
high performance computing and big data.
Mr. Hawkins is a technology industry veteran,
having held VP-level management, engineering, and product
development positions at companies including SONY, SAIC, and
Titan. Mr. Hawkins’ technology background includes high
performance and cloud computing, data-intensive systems,
microelectronics, embedded and real-time systems, and systems
engineering/integration. He received the Master of Information
Systems degree from Virginia Tech and the BSEE degree from the
U.S. Naval Academy.

David Hiatt - Director, Weka.IO
With over 25 years of combined
experience working with customers and
researchers in the software and data
storage industries, David Hiatt currently
leads product marketing and alliance
activities for WekaIO. Previously, he led
market development efforts for the
Healthcare and Life Sciences vertical markets for HGST’s Cloud
Infrastructure Business Unit. At Violin Memory, he led solutions
marketing, focusing on high-performance storage systems for the
healthcare industry. He has a BA in Business from the University of
Central Florida and an MBA from the University of Chicago’s Booth
School of Business. When David is not thinking about storage, he
can be found judging competitive BBQ events as a KCBS certified
Master Judge.
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Kristin Holzworth - Director, SPAWAR, USN

Abhishek Kandar - Director, Informatica

Kristin Holzworth serves as the Director of
the Joint Advanced Manufacturing Region
(JAMR), SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific. In
2015, JAMR was established in response to
DoD-wide calls for more rapid adoption of
advanced technology to improve national
economic competitiveness, preparedness
and mobilization for security and defense. JAMR is a Navy-led, Joint,
Interagency and Industry Integrated Team, designed to develop
regional beta-test environments to foster experimentation and
demonstrations supporting new market creation and manufacturing
value-chain improvements. Kristin holds M.S. and PhD degrees from
UCSD in Mechanical Engineering. She was awarded the National
Defense Science and Engineering Graduate Fellowship following a
Postdoctoral Researcher appointment.

Abhishek Kandar is Director of Strategic
Services with Informatica Professional
Services. His role is one of ‘Data-Visionary’
and ‘Data Strategist’, assisting Fortune 500
companies by guiding them through different
Enterprise Data Initiatives including Data
Governance, Data Management, Advanced
Analytics, Big Data, IoT and Data Lake, Hybrid Cloud, Master Data
Management, Data Security, GDPR and Integration Competency
Centers. He takes pride in leading and growing a High-Performance
Practice of senior Technical Architects and thought-leaders. The
objective of his Practice is to be the trusted advisor of Informatica’s
strategic customers and to help guide them in leveraging data as a
strategic asset. He relies on strong work principles and believes in the
philosophy that business happens every day but the way people treat
each other is what is remembered and often becomes the key
ingredient for successful business.

Mel Horwitch - Dean (ret), Central European University
Business School
Mel Horwitch is former Dean and University
Professor at Central European University
Business School, located in Budapest,
Hungary, and also directed the Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Project at CEUBS.
Previously, he served as Professor of
Technology Management, Director of the
Institute for Technology and Enterprise, Chair of the Department of
Technology Management and Innovation, and Founding Director of
the Othmer Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies at the Polytechnic
Institute of NYU (now NYU’s Tandon School of Engineering). He has
served on the MIT Sloan School and Harvard Business School
faculties. Most recently, he was a Visiting Scholar at the Rady School
of Management at UCSD and at Hitotsubashi University in Tokyo.
Professor Horwitch also served as Visiting Professor at London Business
School, Professor and Founding Dean of Management at Theseus
Institute (Sophia Antipolis, France). He received his AB from Princeton
University and MBA and Doctorate from Harvard Business School.

Karan Kapoor - Data Scientist, Enterprise Data Science
Office, Cisco Systems, Inc.
Karan Kapoor is a Data Scientist in Cisco’s
Enterprise Data Science Office. He has
worked on a variety of data science projects
sponsored by different organizations inside
Cisco—Employee Services, Supply Chain,
and Marketing to name a few—and his
project portfolio includes recommendation
engines, supply chain forecasting, and sales-classification modeling.
Karan enjoys converting business problems into decision models in
order to identify decision-making processes, and developing
machine learning models that can be productionalized to provide
optimized solutions for those processes. This generates an end-toend solution for the business stakeholders. Karan has completed his
Master’s in Data Analytics from Carnegie Mellon University, has an
MBA in Marketing from Management Development Institute
(Gurgaon, India), and a Bachelor’s in Electronics Engineering from the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), BHU.”

Dwight Johnson - President and CEO, Decision Sciences
Decision Sciences is a provider of
completely passive and automated threat
and contraband detection systems
headquartered in San Diego, California. He
brings decades of leadership experience
from a variety of transportation sectors
including shipping, railroad and ports, as well
as having also worked in the energy, consumer products and
medical technology markets. Prior to joining Decision Sciences, Mr.
Johnson served as president and CEO of ITS Technologies &
Logistics, overseeing the largest intermodal terminal management
company in North America with 3,000 employees. Under his
leadership, the company handled more than seven million containers
annually. He previously served as president of OmniTRAX, the
largest private operator of shoreline and regional railways in North
America. Mr. Johnson received his Bachelors degree from the
University of Denver and his MBA from Indiana University.

Speakers List - Pg. 6

Erin Kenneally - Program Manager, Homeland Security

Barbara Latulippe - Executive Vice President, CoreLogic

Erin Kenneally is a Program Manager in the
Cyber Security Division for the Homeland
Security Advanced Research Projects Agency
(HSARPA) at the DHS Science and
Technology Directorate. Her portfolio
includes trusted data sharing, privacy and
Information Communication Technology (ICT)
ethics, including managing the IMPACT (Information Marketplace for
Policy and Analysis of Cyber-risk and Trust), Cyber Risk Economics
(CYRIE), and Data Privacy Programs. Prior to joining CSD, Kenneally
was Founder and CEO of Elchemy, Inc., and served as TechnologyLaw Specialist at the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) and
the Center for Internet Data Analysis (CAIDA) and Center for Evidencebased Security Research (CESR) at the University of California, San
Diego. Erin is a licensed attorney specializing in information
technology law, including privacy technology, data protection, trusted
information sharing, technology policy, cybercrime, ICT ethics, and
emergent IT legal risks. She holds Juris Doctorate and Masters of
Forensic Sciences degrees, and is a graduate of Syracuse University
and The George Washington University.

Barbara has more than two decades’ of
experience in information supply chain,
healthcare and high tech industries. She has
provided expertise and leadership in the
areas of Information Management, MDM,
Governance, Data Quality, Data Science as a
Service and most recently Big Data
Governance. Barbara’s approach of “actionable data governance”
leverages information assets based on consumption value. This
approach results in prescriptive insights which in turn, enable
business outcomes. Barbara’s leadership at CoreLogic is focused on
optimizing the information supply chain and transitioning to a
knowledge management governance model leveraging an
Information Marketplace. Barbara delivers solutions to business
challenges by democratizing information for advanced analytics,
operational efficiency and personalized consumer experiences.

Douglas Laney - VP & Distinguished Analyst, Gartner
Doug Laney is vice president and
distinguished analyst with the Gartner Chief
Data Officer (CDO) research and advisory
team. Doug researches and advises clients
on information monetization and valuation,
open and syndicated data, analytics centers
of excellence, data governance, and Big
Data-based innovation. He is the author of the book, “Infonomics:
How to Monetize, Manage and Measure Information as an Asset for
Competitive Advantage,” the Financial Times’ “Big Data” e-book,
Gartner’s enterprise information management maturity model, and
over 100 other Gartner and other publications. Doug is also a
two-time recipient of Gartner’s annual thought leadership award.
Doug originated the field of Infonomics, developing methods to
quantify and harvest information’s economic value. He lectures at
business schools and conferences on the topic, and his articles have
appeared in Forbes, the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times.
You can follow Doug on Twitter at @doug_laney.

Jason Knight - Platform Architect, Intel
Jason is a Platform Architect at Intel’s AI
Products Group. He leads deep learning
software architecture for several projects
such as Intel Nervana Graph compiler. Jason
has a Ph.D. in computational biology where
he developed hierarchical Bayesian
statistical models for classification of cancer
tumor expression data. In addition, he developed high performance
Markov chain Monte Carlo techniques to discover gene regulatory
networks in this data using graphical models. He was previously an
algorithms engineer at the deep learning startup Nervana Systems.

Yohan Lee - Senior Data Scientist, Booz Allen Hamilton
Dr. Lee has over 18 years of informatics
expertise ranging from biomedical research
through advanced data science. He has
specialized expertise in data governance,
mobile health, clinical trials, genomics, and
semantic computing. Dr. Lee currently leads
several teams across rapid prototyping, and
institutional transformation through machine intelligence and precision
medicine. Currently, Dr. Lee focuses on capability development for
translational execution with the NIH, the Navy, and Military Health. His
external activities include external scientific review for multi-site NIH
grant panels. He recently published a chapter in the “2015 Health law
and Compliance Update” distributed by Wolters Kluwer.

Maj Mirmirani - Dean of Engineering, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University
Dean first came to the United States in 1969
after graduating from Tehran Polytechnic
University (now known as Amir Kabir
University) with a B.S. degree in mechanical
engineering. Dean Mirmirani continued his
studies at the University of California,
Berkeley, where he obtained a doctorate in
Mechanical Engineering in 1977. Mirmirani joined the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at California State University Los Angeles
(CSULA) where he served as a Professor from 1981- 2007. During his
tenure at CSULA, he led many major research projects - funded by
NASA, the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, NSF, and industry
exceeding $12M. Notable was the modeling and control of airbreathing hypersonic flight vehicles, and the design and
development of a high endurance hydrogen fuel cell powered UAV.
In 2007, Dean Mirmirani joined Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
as the Dean of the College of Engineering.
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Chris Mann - Chief Commercial Officer, Decision Sciences

James Meng - Visiting Scholar, SDSC

Chris brings an extensive record of
accomplishment in technology
commercialization and product marketing
within homeland security, border protection,
and rad/nuc detection. Chris also brings to
Decision Sciences a multitude of experience
from his background in the field of data
science specifically in: artificial intelligence, machine learning and
deep learning. Mr. Mann received his BS in Computer Engineering
from Michigan State University, his MS in Electrical Engineering from
the University of Michigan and his MS in Engineering and
Management focusing on technology product marketing from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s (MIT) Sloan School of
Management.

Dr. Meng entered the U.S. Senior Executive
Service in 1998 and retired on June 27th,
2015 as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, Business Enterprise Solutions, Office
of the Secretary of the Navy. Dr. Meng led
development of common data standards,
system architectures and integration of
business intelligence for the Department of the Navy. He established
the Navy’s large-scale system of systems strategies toward a
boundary-less enterprise. Dr. Meng’s awards include the Superior
Civilian Service Medal, 2015, and the Navy Senior Executive Service
Performance Awards, 2000-2015. Dr. Meng is the author of twenty
one refereed journal articles in the Journal of Fluid Mechanics, Journal
of AIAA, Journal of Applied Optics, and the Journal of Computational
Physics. He is currently Visiting Scholar at UC San Diego.

Lon McPhail - Director, UCSD School of Engineering
Lon McPhail is Director of Corporate
Research Partnerships at the Jacobs School
of Engineering, UCSD. Lon is responsible for
expanding the Jacobs School engagement
with industry in supported research areas
including Neuroscience, Bioengineering,
Artificial Intelligence/Neural networks, CHO
cell genetic- and bio-engineering, Materials and Structures during
Extreme Events, and Wearable Sensors & Systems. Previously Lon
was Managing President, Strategy and Advanced Technology, for
ARCSAFE LLC. (the ARCitecture for SAFEr schools). He was also
President, CTO and Founder of Cerver Systems, Inc., a provider of
military grade, cyber security for commercial enterprises. Lon holds a
BS in Information Technology from the University of Phoenix, and is
enrolled in the Master of Science systems architecture and
engineering program at USC.

Ross Mead - Founder & CEO, Semio
Ross Mead is the Founder and CEO of
Semio, a Los Angeles-based B2B software
startup developing the operating system and
app ecosystem for personal robots. Ross
received his PhD and MS in Computer
Science from the University of Southern
California in 2015, and his BS in Computer
Science from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 2007. Ross’s
dissertation work focused on socially assistive robots, specifically, on
the principled design and computational modeling of fundamental
social behaviors (such as speech, gestures, eye gaze, social spacing,
etc.) that serve as building blocks for automated recognition and
control in face-to-face human-robot interactions, bringing robotic
characters to life. His research provides the foundations upon which
Semio software is being built.

David Nadeau - Senior Scientist, SDSC
David is a senior computer scientist
specializing in visualization and highperformance computing. He specializes in
very large high-dimensionality data sets for
such diverse fields as geoscience,
oceanography, astrophysics, and medical
imaging. His works visualizing nebulae are
featured in planetarium shows from the American Museum of Natural
History in New York City. He has taught courses in computer graphics
and is the co-author of two books on the subject. David holds a PhD
in Computer Science and Engineering from UCSD.

Viswanath Nandigam - Associate Director ACID, SDSC
Viswanath Nandigam is the associate director
of the Advanced Cyberinfrastructure
Development Lab at the San Diego
Supercomputer Center. He is the principal
investigator of the NSF funded
OpenTopography project and a coinvestigator on two NASA funded projects
that address challenges related to web based data dissemination. He
is also involved in several data intensive projects in the ecology and
bioinformatics domains. His research interests include scientific data
acquisition and management, data intensive application development,
parallel and federated database systems and information integration.
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Elena Naumova - Academic Dean for Faculty, Tufts
University
Dr. Elena Naumova, Professor of Mathematics
and Academic Dean for Faculty at Tufts
University Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy, directs the research and
graduate programs in Data Analytics in
Nutrition. She also directs the NIH-sponsored
Tufts Initiative for Forecasting and Modeling of
Infectious Diseases (InForMID) and provides guidance for study
design, development and implementation of analytical plans, guide
data quality assessment, facilitate data compilation, select proper
statistical models and conduct statistical analysis for large-scale
epidemiological studies. She co-authored over 200 peer-reviewed
publications, book chapters, technical reports and reviews and
oversee institutional policies on data sharing and management, data
quality assurance and information security. Dr. Naumova is a member
of the International Statistical Institute and a technical advisor for WHO
and UN.

Saket Navlakha - Professor, Salk Institute
Saket Navlakha is an assistant professor in the
Integrative Biology Laboratory at the Salk
Institute. He received an A.A. from Simon’s
Rock College in 2002, a B.S. from Cornell
University in 2005, and a Ph.D. in computer
science from the University of Maryland
College Park in 2010. He was then a postdoctoral researcher in the Machine Learning Department at Carnegie
Mellon University. His research interests include the design and function
of large biological networks and the study of natural algorithms.

Michael Norman - Director, SDSC
Michael L. Norman is the Director of the San
Diego Supercomputer Center and
Distinguished Professor of Physics at UC
San Diego where he also directs the
Laboratory for Computational Astrophysics.
He received his B.S. from Caltech in 1975,
and his Ph. D. from UC Davis in 1980. After
holding appointments at the Lawrence Livermore and Los Alamos
National Laboratories, the Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics, and
the National Center for Supercomputing Applications, he joined the
faculty at UC San Diego in 2000. His research focus is the computer
simulation of astronomical phenomena using supercomputers, and
the development of the numerical methods to carry them out. He is
the author of over 200 papers on diverse topics including star
formation, cosmic jets, and cosmological evolution. He was elected
Fellow of the American Physical Society in 2001, and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2005.

Aidan O’Brien - Senior Partner, Dell Technologies Select
Aidan is responsible for the EMC’s Strategic
Big Data Initiative which includes the
development and delivery of the company’s
Big Data Solutions such as the EMC
Business Data Lake Solutions. He is
focused and committed in helping
customers infuse big data and predictive
analytics into their business strategies.

Steve Orrin - Chief Technologist, Intel Federal
Steve Orrin is Chief Technologist, Intel’s
Federal Division & Intel Federal LLC. Steve is
responsible for Cyber Security and Cloud
Strategy, Solution Architecture and
Engagements. Steve is a recognized expert
on enterprise security and was named one
of InfoWorld’s Top 25 CTO’s of 2004. In
2009, Steve was a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Defense
Studies. Steve is active in several professional security associations,
a co-Founder of the Web Application Security Consortium, and
Vice-Chair of the NSITC/IDESG Security Committee.

Philip M. Papadopoulos - Chief Technology Officer, SDSC
Phil Papadopoulos received his Ph.D. in
Electrical and Computer Engineering from UC
Santa Barbara and is an associate research
scientist of the San Diego Supercomputer
Center based at the University of California,
San Diego. Dr. Papadopoulos is an
internationally recognized expert in
cyberinfrastructure middleware development. The Rocks cluster toolkit
software he has developed over the past decade is the de facto
standard for managing research clusters for computation and data
management, and is in use in over a thousand academic and industrial
sites. Dr. Papadopoulous seeks to address the fundamental
engineering question about how to build high-performance complex
computing and data systems in a repeatable manner. He is currently
principal investigator for the NSF PRAGMA project.
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Raj Patil - CEO and Co-Owner, AEEC

Jerry Power - Executive Director, CTM, USC Marshall

Mr. Patil has been the co-owner and CEO of
AEEC since 1997. As CEO, he oversees
AEEC operations and is responsible for
devising the company’s strategies,
innovation initiatives and continuous process
improvements. Mr. Patil holds a Master’s
degree in Chemical Engineering from
Michigan Technological University. He is also a graduate of Harvard
Business School’s Owner President Management (OPM) program. He
is a registered professional engineer in the District of Columbia,
Virginia, Maryland, Utah, and Wyoming. Mr. Patil served as a council
member on GSA’s Information Technology Industry Government (ITIG)
Council from 2008-2010. Currently, he is serving as the Vice
President of the Harvard Business School Club of Washington, DC.
He is also a board member of The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE)
Washington DC. Raj is also a mentor for numerous start-up firms and
entrepreneurs in Washington, DC area. He is an active member of
numerous local non-profit and charity organizations.

Jerry Power is the Executive Director of The
Institute for Communications Technology
Management (CTM) at University of Southern
California’s Marshall School of Business.
CTM and its board are actively engaged in
identifying emerging trends driven by the
rapid evolution of communications
technologies and services. Through its research and educational
programs, the Institute explores the new opportunities and
challenges for the business community in the digital age. A part of
the telecommunications industry for more than 30 years, Jerry has
worked for Alcatel-Lucent, Siemens, and Motorola, holding positions
in Marketing, Corporate Strategy, Business Development, Product
Management, and Product Development.

Scott Pearson - Account Executive, Cray
Scott Pearson is a Sales Executive at Cray
leading the analytics and deep learning
compute sales program. This includes Cray’s
first deep learning system with Samsung for
autonomous vehicle development. Before
joining Cray he served as Director Big Data
and HPC at Brocade where he was on the
organizing committee for the Workshop for Big Data Benchmarking
and served as an Industry Fellow at the San Diego Supercomputing
Center. Earlier in his career Scott was with start-up VA Linux Systems
directing the datacenter program. He was instrumental for the VA
Linux record NASDAQ IPO in 1999. Scott holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree from the University of Utah.

Bob Petcavich - StemoniX
Dr. Bob Petcavich, Co-founder and Chief
Science Advisor of StemoniX, is a successful
serial inventor and entrepreneur, holding
nearly 60 patents.

Murali Prahalad - President & CEO, Epic Sciences
Prior to joining Epic, Dr. Prahalad served as
Vice President of Corporate Strategy at Life
Technologies, where he helped shape the
organic and inorganic investment priorities
across the company’s research tools, clinical
diagnostic and applied market portfolios. His
experience at Life Technologies ranged from
mergers and acquisitions to in-licensing and general management,
where he led large businesses spanning genomics and cell biology.
Dr. Prahalad is proficient in several languages, including Japanese,
French and Kannada. He received a Ph.D. in biochemistry and
molecular pharmacology as well as an M.S. in medical sciences from
Harvard University. He also holds a B.S. (Hons) in cellular & molecular
biology and economics from the University of Michigan.

Anton Prokopyev - Full Stack Data Scientist, The World
Bank
Anton Prokopyev is a Full Stack Data
Scientist at The World Bank. His areas of
focus in applied machine learning are text
analytics and geographic information
systems for policy and decision making. He
received a Master’s degree from UC San
Diego in 2017. Technology industry
experience includes Y Combinator startups, Airbnb, and Apple Inc.
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Joe Rohner - Technologist, Booz Allen Hamilton

Scot Schultz - Senior Director, Mellanox

Joe Rohner is a Chief Technologist lead in
Booz Allen Hamilton’s Data Science and
Machine Intelligence group with a primary
focus of driving analytics into the Navy
Marine Corps market and helping define
how the Navy can use data science to
become a more mission-ready organization.
As the Strategic Innovation Group Data Solutions and Machine
Intelligence West Coast lead, Joe is actively developing and
delivering data science and machine intelligence solutions across
multiple markets, which focuses on building and managing a team of
Data Scientists delivering machine learning, large-scale & stream
data processing, unstructured data processing, creative data
visualization, and rapid solution prototyping. Joe holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Statistics and a MBA from San Diego State University
- California State University. He also holds a Master’s Certification in
Business Analytics from Indiana University Bloomington.

Scot Schultz is a HPC technology specialist
with broad knowledge in operating systems,
high speed interconnects and processor
technologies. Joining the Mellanox team in
2013, Schultz is 30-year veteran of the
computing industry. Prior to joining Mellanox,
he spent the past 17 years at AMD in various
engineering and leadership roles in the area of high performance
computing. Scot has also been instrumental with the growth and
development of various industry organizations including serving a
founding board-member of the OpenPOWER Foundation, served as
co-chair of the Open Fabrics Alliance, Director of Educational Outreach
and founding member of the HPC Advisory Council.

Mr. Barry Rudolph - CEO, VelociData
Barry Rudolph is CEO of VelociData , which
provides innovative computing technology
and solutions optimized for streaming
analytics, including the capability to consume
huge amounts of data from financial markets,
sensors, network systems, and process this
data in real time to make automated
decisions. Barry was on the board of Dot Hill Systems until the sale to
Seagate in Oct 2015, and is currently on the board of Spectra Logic.
Prior to this Barry held WW GM positions responsible for IBM’s
systems storage businesses including the disk systems business and
the tape and archival businesses. Barry holds undergraduate and
master’s degrees in engineering from San Diego State University,
and an MBA degree from Santa Clara University.

Nicholas Schork - Professor, The Scripps Research Institute
Dr. Schork is Director of Bioinformatics and
Biostatistics at the Scripps Translational
Science Institute; Director of Research,
Scripps Genomic Medicine; and Professor,
Department of Molecular and Experimental
Medicine at The Scripps Research Institute.
Dr. Schork’s interest and expertise is in the
areas of quantitative human genetics and genomics, especially the
design and implementation of methodologies used to dissect the
genetic basis of complex traits and diseases. Prior to his
appointments at Scripps, Dr. Schork was a Professor of Biostatistics
and Psychiatry, and Co-Director of the Center for Human Genetics
and Genomics at the University of California, San Diego from
2000-2007. Dr. Schork has published over 400 scientific articles and
book chapters on the analysis of complex, multifactorial traits and
diseases. Dr. Schork earned a B.A. in Philosophy, an M.A. in
Philosophy, an M.A. in Statistics, and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology all from
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Neil Senturia - CEO, Blackbird Ventures
Neil Senturia is the classic serial
entrepreneur. He has had three careers from
writing sitcoms in Hollywood to real estate
development and finally technology – nine
companies as CEO or Chairman and another
dozen that he has invested in. Currently Neil
is CEO of Blackbird Ventures, a small
venture fund that is focused on very early stage companies. Neil has
taught entrepreneurship at San Diego State as well as at UC San
Diego. He is author of “I’m There for You Baby: The Entrepreneur’s
Guide to the Galaxy,” in which he shares the ups and downs of his
entrepreneurial life and lessons learned. He also writes a weekly
column for the San Diego Union-Tribune.

Kalem Sessions - President, AEEC Engineering Division
Mr. Sessions is the President of AEEC’s
Engineering Division. He has 14 years of
experience providing environmental
remediation and clean-up/closure services.
He is experienced in addressing a variety of
contaminants, and has implemented and
supported a range of cleanup alternatives.
Clients that he has supported include the US Department of
Defense, US Department of Energy, US Department of Agriculture,
and US Forest Service. Mr. Sessions holds BS degrees in
Environmental Engineering and Public Health from Utah State
University, an MS in Civil and Environmental Engineering from
Stanford University, and an MBA from Brigham Young University. He
is a Registered Professional Engineer in Utah.
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James Short - Lead Scientist, SDSC
Jim Short is Lead Scientist and co-founder of
the Center for Large Scale Data Systems
(CLDS) at the San Diego Supercomputer
Center. He has taught business strategy,
management information systems, and
communications theory at the London
Business School, Theseus Institute, and the
MIT Sloan School of Management. His current work focuses on
topics in data valuation and analytics. He holds S.B., S.M. and PhD
degrees from MIT.

Gabe Silva - Vice Chair, Bioengineering, UCSD
Gabriel A. Silva is Professor and Vice Chair
of the Department of Bioengineering at the
University of California, San Diego. He holds
a joint appointment in the Department of
Ophthalmology, and is the Director of the
Center for Engineered Natural Intelligence,
and Co-Director of the Retinal Engineering
Center in the Institute of Engineering in Medicine. He is an affiliated
faculty member in the Department of NanoEngineering, and a faculty
member in the BioCircuits Institute, the Neurosciences Graduate
Program, Computational Neurobiology Program, and Institute for
Neural Computation. He received his Hon.B.Sc. in human physiology,
B.Sc. in biophysics, and M.Sc. in neuroscience from the University of
Toronto, and his PhD in bioengineering and neurophysiology from
the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Nithin Simakurti - CEO, VASPP Technologies
Nithin Simakurti is focused on leading
Strategy and Innovation at the company. He
plays the key role in developing products
and solutions for complex information
systems working across industries. Nithin is
known to be a mentor and coach that will
motivate people to overcome obstacles. He
brings out the best in his teams in terms of efficiency and
effectiveness and has developed skills to straddle the business
worlds across the globe. Nithin is also known as a strong client
partner able to deliver high quality solutions leveraging global
delivery for the benefit of customers.

Robert Sinkovits - Director, Scientific Computing
Applications, SDSC
Robert Sinkovits, Ph.D. leads the scientific
applications efforts at the San Diego
Supercomputer Center. He has collaborated
with researchers spanning many fields
including physics, chemistry, astronomy,
structural biology, finance, ecology, climate,
immunology and the social sciences, always
with an emphasis on making the most effective use of high end
computing resources. Before returning to SDSC, he was the primary
developer of the AUTO3DEM and IHRSR++ software packages used
for solving the structures of icosahedral and helical macromolecular
structures, respectively. Together with Richard Scheuermann (J. Craig
Venter Institute), he co-leads the Human Vaccine Projects Data
Management and Bioinformatics Hub. He has approximately 50
journal publications, book chapters and conference proceedings. He
is also an avid cyclist and mountain climber, having summited more
than 300 peaks.

Rangan Sukumar - Senior Analytics Architect, Cray
Rangan Sukumar is a Senior Analytics
Architect at Cray. His roles are: (i) Analytics
evangelist - Demonstrating what Big Data and
HPC can do for organizations, (ii) Technology
visionary - Designing roadmaps for analytic
products through evaluation of customer
requirements and aligning them with
hardware and software technologies, (iii) Solutions architect – Creating
solutions in the long-tail of the Big Data market requiring scale and
performance. Before Cray, he served as a data scientist and AI/
machine learning researcher scaling algorithms on infrastructures at
Oak Ridge National Laboratory. He has 70+ publications in disparate
data collection, organization, processing, integration, fusion, analysis
and inference - applied to healthcare, social network analysis, electric
grid modernization and public policy informatics.

Maura Sullivan - Founder and COO, Fathom5
Maura Sullivan is the co-founder and COO of
Fathom5, developing industrial cybersecurity
solutions to protect the global maritime
domain. Maura was previously the Chief of
Strategy and Innovation at the US
Department of the Navy, where she
developed and implemented the strategic
roadmap for emerging technologies at the physical/digital
intersection. Maura started her career in the Silicon Valley, where she
led a start-up within the global catastrophe risk company, RMS,
developing models, software, and consulting solutions for managing
complex systemic risks for financial and insurance markets. She was
a White House Fellow and has a Ph.D. in epidemiology from Emory
University, focused in predictive modeling, and a B.S and M.S. in
earth systems from Stanford University, focused in energy
engineering and climate modeling.
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Hanlin Tang - Algorithms Engineer, AI Products Group, Intel

Vu Tran - Lead Data Scientist, Booz Allen Hamilton

Hanlin Tang is an algorithms engineer in
Intel’s AI products group, where he builds
deep learning models in computer vision
and applies these models to various
domains, ranging from satellite imagery to
computational neuroscience. He also leads
the group’s AI projects with defense and
intelligence agencies. Hanlin joined Intel through its acquisition of
deep learning startup Nervana Systems. Hanlin holds a PhD in
biophysics from Harvard, where his work investigated recurrent
neural networks in human brain. His research has appeared in
scientific journals such as Neuron, Scientific Reports, and eLife.

Mr. Vu Tran has over ten years of collective
professional and research experience. Over
the past six years, Mr. Tran has successfully
developed and implemented machine
learning algorithms to support applications in
computer vision, natural language
processing, audio and signal processing,
graph analytics, and predictive analytics for multiple client spaces
including national security, oil and energy, and medical and health.
Mr. Tran’s machine learning experience includes the development of
deep convolutional neural network architectures for pattern
recognition in complex, large-scale image, video, audio, signal, and
text datasets. In addition, Mr. Tran’s prior work on named entity
recognition and relation extraction in unstructured text was
instrumental in enabling a form of semantic search on enterprise
cloud infrastructures.

Hus Tigli - Founder and CEO, Back Bay Data Solutions
Hus Tigli is the Founder and President of
Back Bay Data Solutions, founded to bring
innovative solutions to data centers and
Cloud operations. Hus has over 25 years of
experience in top leadership of technology
businesses — 10 years in large international
company settings at Raychem, responsible
for $900 million in revenues, and the last 15 years as the CEO or
founder of start-ups in mixed signal integrated circuit design, biochips
and photonic switches. Hus holds BS and MS degrees in
engineering from Columbia University and an MBA from Harvard.

Steve Todd - Fellow, Dell EMC
Steve Todd began his career as a software
engineer and holds a B.S. and M.S. in
Computer Science from the University of
New Hampshire. Steve has filed over 250
patent applications with the US Patent and
Trademark Office. Currently, he is a Dell
Technologies Fellow and Vice President of
Strategy and Innovation, assisting the CTO in creating a global
technical strategy. Steve has published two books: Innovate with
Influence and Innovate with Global Influence. He blogs regularly on
his own Information Playground, and is recognized as a Top Ten
Innovation Blogger. He currently works with customers on new tools
and services for determining the value of data. He can be followed
on Twitter at @SteveTodd.

Sharon Williams - Sales Engineer, SLED, Security SME,
Splunk Inc.
Ms. Williams is a dynamic, experienced
technical sales professional with experience
in numerous information security software
platforms. With over 20 years of experience
in information security, Ms. Williams has
worked on software development teams
within the Central Intelligence Agency
protecting our nation’s most valuable assets, on full motion flight
simulator development projects for the US Navy and US Marines,
and for numerous development projects in healthcare, telecom, and
finance. More recently, she has shifted her talents to sales,
supporting identity management products and SIEM platforms. Ms.
Williams joined Splunk in August of 2016 and serves as a security
subject matter expert for the State and Local Government and
Education Team in the West. She resides in Boulder, CO.

Van Willis - IBM Watson Health Solutions Executive
Dr. Van Willis brings a blend of research,
business strategy, and cognitive solutions
experience to solving life science industry
problems. Currently he acts as a subject
matter expert for the Watson for Drug
Discovery and Watson for Patient Safety
products in addition to helping clients
evaluate how cognitive technologies can be applied to their most
challenging problems. Previously Van led strategy engagements
within ICON’s Commercialization Strategy and Science division. His
experience spans launch & lifecycle strategy, pricing and asset
valuation, clinical trial development, HEOR literature review, value
message development, and process transformation. Van began his
career performing laboratory research focused on the origins of
autoimmunity and the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, including a
partnership with a global pharmaceutical company to test novel
arthritis treatments.
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Ping Yeh - Co-founder and CEO, Stemonix

Matthew Zenus - Global Vice President, SAP

Ping Yeh is CEO/Co-founder of StemoniX, a
biotech startup that is transforming how
therapeutic companies prepare for clinical
trials. StemoniX makes human microOrgans
from anyone’s skin/blood and helps
pharmaceutical companies discover new
therapeutics for diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Autism to even Zika Virus. Founded in early 2014,
StemoniX was born from Ping’s experience as a cancer survivor,
which inspired him to build a world-class team to address the new
challenges of drug discovery and personalized medicine.
Interestingly, he began his career as a nanotechnologist for the
storage and IT/data center industry and later leveraged his knowhow to create StemoniX. The company now serves the needs of
many of the top pharmaceutical companies in the world and was the
2017 award recipient of Red Herring 100 North America, which
highlights the top 100 most innovative tech companies on the
continent. Ping received his BS and MS in mechanical engineering
with an emphasis in nanotechnology from UC San Diego, MBA from
Univ. of Minnesota’s Carlson School, M&A Certification from Kellogg
and is internationally certified in Program and Project Management.

Matt has over 20 years of experience in
enterprise software strategy, development,
and commercialization. He is currently
responsible for the go-to market strategy for
the entire SAP Database & Data
Management portfolio, which includes SAP
HANA, Enterprise Information Management,
and Middleware as well as Big Data & Data Warehousing platform
technologies. Prior to joining SAP, Matt served as a Product &
Strategy Manager at the Teradata Corporation responsible for
analytics, database security, data integration, tools & utilities, supply
chain intelligence, and geospatial. He also has experience as a
senior consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers where he advised
many of the global 100 companies on business & operational
strategies. Matt has also worked in manufacturing operations as an
engineer and is a graduate of the Cooper Industries Executive
Training Program. Matt received a Bachelors of Industrial Engineering
from the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia.

Scott Zelenka - Senior Data Scientist, Enterprise Data
Science Office, Cisco Systems, Inc.
Scott Zelenka has applied novel and
adaptive thinking to abstract problems at
Cisco Systems, Inc. since 2002 and, most
recently, as a Senior Data Scientist in the
Enterprise Data Science Office. Scott
collaborates with cross-functional teams to
apply learning algorithms, models, and
pipelines to create and curate re-usable analytical assets at big data
scale into production. Scott is also a trusted mentor for aspiring Data
Scientists at Cisco, where he offers insights and guidance to develop
new business value out of legacy problems. He has a formal
education in Network Engineering, Software Engineering, and
Business Management. He also relishes the opportunity to fearlessly
hack at convoluted challenges to solve the unsolvable.

Linda Zhou - Director, HGST
Ms. Zhou is the Director of HPC and Life
Sciences Solutions for the Data Center
Systems Business Unit within Western
Digital. She has in-depth knowledge of life
sciences, high performance computing, big
data analytics, ITSM, and compliance
archiving. Prior to WD, Ms. Zhou has held
business and technical roles at SGI, EMC, HP, BMC, and ran a
development services company in the data management space. She
holds an MBA from Carnegie Mellon University and a Bachelor
Degree in Computer Science and Engineering from Jinan University.
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