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SPEAKERS
Ilkay Altintas - Chief Data Science Officer, SDSC
Ilkay Altintas is the Chief Data Science
Officer at the San Diego Supercomputer
Center (SDSC), UC San Diego, where she is
also the founder and director for the
Workflows for Data Science Center of
Excellence. Since joining SDSC in 2001, she
has worked on different aspects of dataflowbased computing and workflows as a principal investigator and in
other leadership roles across a wide range of cross-disciplinary NSF,
DOE, NIH, and Moore Foundation projects.

Lynda Applegate - Harvard Business School
Lynda M. Applegate is the Sarofim-Rock
Professor of Business Administration at HBS
and Chair of the HBS Executive Education
Programs for Business Owners &
Entrepreneurs, which includes the school’s
flagship Owner President Management
(OPM) program, its Launching New Ventures
and Private Equity/Venture Capital programs, and its newly launched
Global Immersions for Business Owners and Entrepreneurs. She has
also held a number of Harvard University leadership positions,
including serving as the Co-Chair of the Harvard Policy Group on
Networked Government Services and on the Harvard University
Provost’s Technology Advisory Board. Prior to joining the HBS faculty,
Lynda was on the faculty of the University of Michigan, University of
Washington and University of Arizona.

Arnold Barnett - MIT
Arnold Barnett is the George Eastman
Professor of Management Science and a
Professor of Statistics at the MIT Sloan
School of Management. His research
specialty is applied mathematical modeling
with a focus on problems of health and
safety. Barnett’s early work on homicide
was presented to President Gerald Ford at the White House, and
his analysis of U.S. casualties in Vietnam was the subject of a
column by William F. Buckley. He received the President’s Award
and the Expository Writing Award from INFORMS in 1996 and in
2001, and is a Fellow of INFORMS. Cited as “the nation’s leading
expert on aviation safety,” Barnett was recognized with the 2002
President’s Citation from the Flight Safety Foundation. MIT Sloan
students have honored him on 14 occasions for outstanding
teaching. Barnett holds a BA in mathematics from Columbia College
and a PhD in mathematics from MIT.

Chaitan Baru - Senior Advisor for Data Science, National
Science Foundation
Chaitan Baru is a Distinguished Scientist and
Associate Director of Data Initiatives at the
San Diego Supercomputer Center (SDSC),
UC San Diego where he works on applied
and applications-oriented research problems
related to data management and data
analytics. He has participated in a number of
“data cyberinfrastructure” initiatives, including as Principal Investigator
(PI) of the OpenTopography project; Cyberinfrastructure Lead, Tropical
Ecology, Assessment and Monitoring network (TEAM); Co-Investigator
of the Cyberinfrastructure for Comparative Effectiveness Research
project (CYCORE); and member of the founding Senior Management
Team of the National Ecologial Observatory Network (NEON). (Baru is
currently on assignment as Senior Advisor for Data Science in the
Computer and Information Science & Engineering Directorate at the
National Science Foundation).

Jonathan Behnke - Chief Information Officer, City of San
Diego
Jonathan Behnke is the Chief Information
Officer for the City of San Diego. He has
over 20 years of IT experience managing
and implementing technology for a broad
range of industries including public sector,
contract services, oil, construction,
automotive, consulting, and manufacturing. In
his current role he is responsible for the technology strategy and
operations for America’s eighth largest City including data center,
network, public safety wireless communications, web services,
enterprise applications, portfolio management, cybersecurity, GIS,
and data analytics, supporting over 11,000 users and 1.4 million
citizens. He also serves on the Board of Directors for SanGIS, the
California Cybersecurity Task Force in support of CA Governor’s
Office of Emergency Services, the Municipal Information Systems
Association of California, and the San Diego Infragard.

Steve Campbell - Vice President, GigaIO
Steve has held senior VP Marketing positions
for HPC and Enterprise vendors. Steve was
most recently VP of Marketing and Solutions
for the Hitachi Server Group. Previously, he
served as VP of Marketing at Sun
Microsystems Enterprise Systems Products
Group, responsible for the mid-range and
high-end servers. He was executive sponsor for several high-profile
customers in Asia and also responsible for Sun’s High-Performance
Computing initiatives and the Data Center Insight Programs. Before
joining Sun, Steve was a founding partner in a technology consulting
firm working with early stage technology and Internet start-ups.
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Laura Carrington - Research Scientist, SDSC

Stijn Christiaens - Co-Founder and CTO, Colibra

Laura Carrington is an expert in High
Performance Computing (HPC). Her work
has resulted in over 60 publications in HPC
benchmarking, workload analysis,
application performance modeling, analysis
of accelerators (i.e. FPGAs and GPUs) for
scientific workloads, tools in performance
analysis (i.e. processor and network simulators), and energy-efficient
computing. At UC San Diego, she is the director of the Performance,
Modeling, and Characterization (PMaC) Lab. She is also the UC San
Diego PI for Institute for Sustained Performance, Energy, and
Resilience (SUPER) DoE SciDAC-3 and lead for the energy efficiency
thrust for the institute as well as PI on a number other awards that
support the lab. She has presented at numerous invited talks,
member of various panels and committees, and an active member of
DoD HPCMP Performance team involved in their annual HPC system
procurement for past 10 years.

Stijn leads the company’s global product
organization with a focus on driving data
governance technology innovation. Prior to
co-founding Collibra, Stijn was a senior
researcher at the Vrije Universiteit of
Brussels, a leading semantic research center
in Europe, where he focused on applicationoriented research in semantics. Stijn is a sought-after expert
resource, industry speaker, and author on the topic of data
governance and semantics. He has participated actively in several
international research projects (such as ITEA, FP6 and FP7) and
conferences (including OTM, FIS and ESTC). He has also published
various articles and patents in the field of ontology engineering. Stan
holds a Master of Science degree in Information Technology and a
Master’s degree in Artificial Intelligence from Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven and a Postgraduate in Industrial Corporate Governance from
Europese Hogeschool Brussel.

Sandeep Chandra - Director, HealthCyber, SDSC

Siddhartha Dalal - Columbia University

As the Director of the Health
Cyberinfrastructure division at UCSD’s San
Diego Supercomputer Center, Sandeep
Chandra provides strategic vision, direction,
management and implementation of
concepts and methodologies for building
Sherlock’s technology platforms. Sandeep
brings strong knowledge of the healthcare ecosystem with deep
focus in compliance including NIST, FISMA and HIPAA requirements.
Sandeep holds as MS in Computer Science from North Carolina
State University and has over 15 years of experience providing direct
policy, business, operations, and technology advice to the leadership
at federal, state and academic institutions.

Siddhartha (Sid) Dalal is Professor of
Professional Practice at Columbia
University’s School of Professional Studies.
Prior to joining Columbia he was Chief Data
Scientist and Senior Vice President at AIG in
charge of R&D that included creation and
application of AI, Statistics and CS to
Computer Vision, Natural Language Processing, and Sensors/IOT for
managing risks. He came to AIG from RAND Corporation where he
was the CTO. Dalal also was Vice President of Research at Xerox,
overseeing their worldwide imaging and software services research,
and Bell Labs and Bellcore/SAIC as Chief Scientist and Executive
Director. Dalal has an MBA and a Ph.D. from the University of
Rochester with over 100 peer-reviewed publications, patents, and
monographs. Dalal is a member of US Army Science Board, an
advisory board of 20 scientists appointed by the U.S. Secretary of
Defense to advise the U.S. Army on technology.

Amit Chourasia - Senior Visualization Scientist, SDSC
Amit Chourasia leads the Visualization
group at SDSC. His work is focused on
research, development and application of
software tools and techniques for
visualization. A key portion of his work is to
find ways to represent data in a visual form
that is clear, succinct and accurate - a
challenging yet very exciting endeavor. Amit received his Master’s
degree in Computer Graphics Technology from Purdue University,
West Lafayette and his Baccalaureate degree in Architecture
(Honors) from Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur. His
visualization work has been featured at the Siggraph Animation
Festival, Siggraph Real Time Demos, and in documentaries by the
National Geographic and History Channel.

Raymond de Callafon - University California, San Diego
Raymond de Callafon is Professor,
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering (MAE) at the University of
California, San Diego (UCSD). As one of the
faculty within the Dynamic Systems & Control
(DS&C) group at the Dept. of MAE, he is
involved in teaching and research that
covers many aspects of signal processing, estimation, experimentbased modeling and adaptive control. His research interests include
topics in the field of experiment-based approximation modeling,
control relevant system identification and recursive/adaptive control.
Professor de Callafon received his M.Sc. (1992) and his Ph.D. (1998)
degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the Delft University of
Technology in the Netherlands and moved to San Diego for a
postdoctoral position in 1997 with the Structural Systems and Control
Laboratory of Prof. Skelton at the Dept. of MAE.
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Pieter De Leenheer - Co-Founder, Collibra

Aaron Foster - Global Lead, Vaccines & Oncology, Pfizer, Inc

Pieter De Leenheer is a co founder of
Collibra and leads the company’s Research
& Education group, including the Collibra
University, which offers a range of self-paced
learning and certification courses to help
data governance professionals and data
citizens gain new skills and expertise. Prior
to co-founding the company, Pieter was a professor at VU University
of Amsterdam. Today he still serves as adjunct professor at Columbia
University and as visiting scholar at several universities across the
globe including UC San Diego and Stanford.

Business analytics is the science of driving
better business decisions and having a
competitive advantage to how you use
statistics and data to make them. Aaron’s
global organization supports three of Pfizer’s
core innovative businesses: Vaccines,
Oncology and Rare Disease. Aaron’s focus
is using real-world data, survey and statistical techniques to
understand unmet medical need and help Pfizer develop medicines
to address these needs; he also guides marketing and sales
strategies for approved medicines to help patients, physicians and
other stakeholders understand their role in treatment and prevention.
Earlier in his career, Aaron was a statistician at KPMG LLP and a
Biostatistician at Bristol-Myers Squibb. He holds a Doctor of Science
in Biostatistics from Harvard University and a BS in Mathematics from
Morehouse College.

Eduardo Esquenazi - Founder, Sirenas
Dr. Eduardo Esquenazi is the Founder,
Chairman and Head of Innovation of Sirenas,
San Diego California. Dr. Esquenazi’s task is
to ensure that Sirenas has the best
combination of expertise, resources and
strategy to succeed and mature. Beyond this,
he helps direct the Discovery and Informatics
arms of Sirenas, including library creation, acquisition of biodiversity
and cutting edge data analytics. Dr. Esquenazi has served as advisor
to a global investment fund since 2007 and holds additional board
appointments. He was the recipient of the NIH Training Grant in Marine
Biotechnology in 2008 and The San Diego Fellowship in 2010. In
September 2016, Sirenas was awarded a $775,000 grant from the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation to discover potential therapies to treat
neglected diseases. Dr. Esquenazi received his B.S. in Biology and
Neuroscience from Vanderbilt University and his Ph.D. in Biology from
the Center for Marine Biotechnology and Biomedicine at The Scripps
Institution of Oceanography and from The Skaggs School of Pharmacy
at UC San Diego.

Eric Fleckten - Senior Vice President, Decision Sciences
Eric Fleckten is Senior VP of Operations at
Decision Sciences. He brings a diverse
background in operations and product
development from domestic and
international companies such as Phoenix
Solar (Singapore), SunEdison (Singapore)
and United Conveyor Corporation (Chicago /
Singapore). His background includes active duty service in the US
Navy Civil Engineer Corps as well as almost ten years in the Air
National Guard as a reserve F-16 Pilot earning the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel. Prior to joining Decision Sciences, Mr. Fleckten served as
the General Manager for Phoenix Solar ñ Asia Pacific and then
Senior Vice President for Global Business Development. Phoenix
Solar is a German based global solar EPC (engineering, procure,
construct) company. Eric earned his MBA from the National University
of Singapore, an MA in Public Administration from Syracuse
University, a BS in Civil Engineering from Stanford University and is a
registered Professional Engineer (Civil) in California.

John Glaser - Vice President, Population Health
As the senior vice president of Population
Health, John Glaser Ph.D. is focused on
strategic relationships with Cerner clients
and advancing Cerner’s population health
solutions and services. John joined Cerner
in 2015 as a part of the Siemens Heath
Services acquisition, where he was chief
executive officer. Prior to Siemens, John was vice president and chief
information officer at Partners HealthCare; he also previously served as
vice president of information systems at Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
John received his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota. He has
written over 200 articles and three books on the strategic application
of IT in health care, including the most widely used textbook on the
topic, “Healthcare Information Systems: A Practical Approach for
Health Care”. John is on the faculty of the Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania, the Medical University of South Carolina,
the School of Biomedical Informatics at the Texas Health Science
Center and the Harvard School of Public Health.

Robert Gough - CEO & Managing Director, Chatham Hill
Dr. Gough is Managing Director of Chatham
Hill, a data and predictive analytics firm that
advises companies from early stage to
Fortune 500. Dr. Gough has over 30 years
of experience in management, operations,
investment banking, and institutional capital
markets. He has consulted with senior
decision makers at some of the world’s largest Fortune 500
companies including Bank of America, ING, Microsoft, PPG Industries,
Boise Cascade, and United Technologies. Dr. Gough is also Senior
Lecturer in Management at the University of New Hampshire where
he teaches courses in Strategy, Entrepreneurship, and Investment
Banking. He also lectures in the Executive Development Program for
corporate leaders about various topics in Innovation.
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Amarnath Gupta - Director of Advanced Query Processing
Lab, SDSC
Amarnath Gupta received his Ph.D. in
Computer Science from Jadavpur University
in India. He is currently Research Scientist at
the San Diego Supercomputer Center, UC
San Diego, and directs the Advanced Query
Processing Lab. His primary areas of
research include semantic information
integration, large-scale graph databases, ontology management, event
data management and query processing techniques. Before joining
UC San Diego, he was the Chief Scientist at Virage, Inc., a startup
company in multimedia information systems. Dr. Gupta has authored
over 100 papers and a book on Event Modeling, holds 13 patents and
is a recipient of the 2011 ACM Distinguished Scientist award.

Rajesh Gupta - Qualcomm Chair, Department of Computer
Science and Engineering, UCSD
Professor Gupta conducts research in
embedded and cyber-physical systems with
a focus on energy efficiency, and in data
centers to built environments such as
commercial buildings. He currently leads NSF
project MetroInsight with the goal to organize
and use city-scale sensing data for improved
services. His past contributions include SystemC modeling and SPARK
parallelizing high-level synthesis, both of which have been
incorporated into industrial practice. Gupta and his students have
received a best demonstration paper award at ACM BuildSys’16, best
paper award at IEEE/ACM DCOSS’08 and a best demonstration award
at IEEE/ACM IPSN/SPOTS’05. Gupta received a Bachelor of
Technology in electrical engineering from IIT Kanpur, India; a Master of
Science in EECS from University of California, Berkeley; and a PhD in
electrical engineering from Stanford University.

Paul Hahn - AI Market Manager, Cray
Paul Hahn is the AI Market Manager for Cray
Inc., covering Analytics, Big Data, Machine
and Deep Learning. A 30-year veteran of
the industry, Paul is well-versed in AI, High
Performance Computing, Big Data Analytics,
Desktop and Application Virtualization. Prior
to Cray, Paul held Marketing, Product
Management, Alliance Management and sales positions at Citrix,
Compaq, and Sequent Computer Systems.

Martina Hansen - Industry Relations Manager, Halicioglu
Data Science Institute, UCSD
Martina leads the Industry Relations
Program at HDSI. As part of her role,
Martina works closely with the leadership
and faculty of HDSI and broader UC San
Diego to facilitate interactions between
industry and academia and to foster
industry partnerships. Previously, Martina
was an investor at BMW i Ventures, where she sourced and

analyzed deals in the automotive technology and mobility sectors.
Prior to BMW, Martina worked for Blackstone in the Alternative
Asset Management Group on new product and business
development. Martina holds an M.B.A. from Harvard Business
School and graduated from Columbia University with a B.A. in
economics and history.

Erik Hanzlick - Student, UCSD
Erik Hanzlick is an undergraduate senior at
UC San Diego studying business, economics,
and business intelligence. He’s had the
opportunity to engage in student leadership
on campus as the president of Triton
Consulting Group and founding president of
Business Council. He’s also had the
opportunity to intern as an IT project manager and blockchain product
manager at Qualcomm and IBM, respectively. As an aspiring
entrepreneur, Erik is constantly seeking ways to improve data quality,
governance, and accessibility using distributed ledger technology.

Ron Hawkins - Program Director, SDSC
Ron Hawkins is the director of industry
relations at the University of California’s San
Diego Supercomputer Center, where he is
responsible for developing industry
partnerships and research collaborations in
high performance computing and big data.
Mr. Hawkins is a technology industry veteran,
having held VP-level management, engineering, and product
development positions at companies including SONY, SAIC, and Titan.
Mr. Hawkins’ technology background includes high performance and
cloud computing, data-intensive systems, microelectronics, embedded
and real-time systems, and systems engineering/integration. He
received the Master of Information Systems degree from Virginia
Tech and the BSEE degree from the U.S. Naval Academy.

Mel Horwitch - Dean (ret), Central European University
Business School
Mel Horwitch is former Dean and Professor at
Central European University Business School,
located in Budapest, Hungary, and Director of
the School’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Project. Previously, he served as Department
Chair and Professor of Technology
Management, and Director of the Institute for
Technology and Enterprise, at the Polytechnic University of New York
(now NYU’s Tandon School of Engineering). He has served on the MIT
Sloan School and Harvard Business School faculties. Most recently, Mel
was Visiting Scholar at the Rady School of Management at UCSD and at
Hitotsubashi University in Tokyo. Professor Horwitch also served as
Visiting Professor at London Business School, and Founding Dean and
Professor of Management at Theseus Institute (Sophia Antipolis, France).
He received his AB from Princeton University and MBA and Doctorate
from Harvard Business School.
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Erin Kenneally - Program Manager, Homeland Security

Krishna Mayuram - Lead Architect, Cisco

Erin Kenneally is a Program Manager in the
Cyber Security Division for the Homeland
Security Advanced Research Projects Agency
(HSARPA) at the DHS Science and
Technology Directorate. Her portfolio
includes trusted data sharing, privacy and
Information Communication Technology (ICT)
ethics, including managing the IMPACT (Information Marketplace for
Policy and Analysis of Cyber-risk and Trust), Cyber Risk Economics
(CYRIE), and Data Privacy Programs. Prior to joining CSD, Kenneally
was Founder and CEO of Elchemy, Inc., and served as TechnologyLaw Specialist at the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) and
the Center for Internet Data Analysis (CAIDA) and Center for Evidencebased Security Research (CESR) at the University of California, San
Diego. Erin is a licensed attorney. She holds Juris Doctorate and
Masters of Forensic Sciences degrees, and is a graduate of Syracuse
University and The George Washington University.

An accomplished software architect with a
Masters degree in computer science,
Krishna has worked in Silicon valley startups
and companies including Cisco, Symantec,
VMware and Yahoo! for the past 20 years.
He has authored industry products including
Cloud Foundry (Open PaaS), Virtualized Data
lakes, IOT Foundation and Edge to Enterprise in Real-Time Analytics,
and Cloud Computing, BigData and IOT. His recent work includes
Digital Transformation using Advanced analytics, and authored
solutions around Digital Twin and AI/ML enabled solutions to provide
connected intelligence.
Krishna is a frequent conference speaker on topics including Cloud
Computing, Distributed Systems, Fog Computing, BigData, Internet of
things (IOT), and Ai/ML based Advanced Analytics.

Ki Lee - Principal, Strategic Innovation Group, Booz Allen
Hamilton
Ki Lee is a Principal within Booz Allen
Hamilton’s Strategic Innovation Group (SIG)
focused on Emerging Technologies and
delivering modular agile solutions to enable
an Open Agile Enterprise. Throughout his
career, he has applied broad technical
expertise, including service oriented
architectures, systems development/integration, data fusion/
analysis/visualization, and cloud-computing architectures, across
the Defense/Intelligence Community, Law Enforcement Agencies,
and commercial clients. Currently, he is focused on leading the
Firm’s Signature Service Offerings for Algorithmic Warfare and
Smart Edge.

Timothy Mackey - Associate Prof., UCSD School of Medicine
Professor Mackey is the Director of the
Global Health Policy Institute (GHPi), an
Associate Professor of Anesthesiology and
Global Public Health at UC San Diego
School of Medicine, and Associate Director
for the UC San Diego MAS Program in
Health Policy & Law. His work focuses on a
broad array of multidisciplinary topics in domestic and global public
health. This includes cross-cutting research in disciplines of public
health, medicine, international relations, public policy, law, innovation,
and eHealth. He holds a BA in Political Science-International
Relations and a Masters Degree in Health Policy & Law from UC San
Diego, and his PhD in Global Public Health from the joint doctoral
program at UC San Diego - San Diego State University.

Steve McCloskey - CEO, Nanome
Steve McCloskey is an Alumni from the first
class of Nanoengineering at the University of
California, San Diego. Steve’s work is
focused on emerging technologies applied
to Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM). During his time at UC
San Diego Steve worked directly with the
founding Chair of the Nanoengineering Department, Ken Vecchio
helping set the foundation for the Nanoengineering Materials
Research Center and developing thermodynamic processing methods
for Iron-based Superelastic alloys. After graduating from UCSD he
founded Nanome Inc to build Virtual Reality solutions for Scientists and
Engineers working at the nanoscale, specifically protein engineering
and small molecule drug development. Steve is also a founder of the
Matryx blockchain platform which provides a secure framework for
collaborative design and development for STEM.

Maj Mirmirani - Dean of Engineering, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University
Dean first came to the United States in 1969
after graduating from Tehran Polytechnic
University (now known as Amir Kabir
University) with a B.S. degree in mechanical
engineering. Dean Mirmirani continued his
studies at the University of California,
Berkeley, where he obtained a doctorate in
Mechanical Engineering in 1977. Mirmirani joined the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at California State University Los Angeles
(CSULA) where he served as a Professor from 1981- 2007. During his
tenure at CSULA, he led many major research projects - funded by
NASA, the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, NSF, and industry
exceeding $12M. Notable was the modeling and control of airbreathing hypersonic flight vehicles, and the design and
development of a high endurance hydrogen fuel cell powered UAV.
In 2007, Dean Mirmirani joined Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
as the Dean of the College of Engineering.
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Lon McPhail - Director, UCSD School of Engineering

Justin Neroda - Principal, Booz Allen Hamilton

Lon McPhail is Director of Corporate
Research Partnerships at the Jacobs School
of Engineering, UCSD. Lon is responsible for
expanding the Jacobs School engagement
with industry in supported research areas
including Neuroscience, Bioengineering,
Artificial Intelligence/Neural networks, CHO
cell genetic- and bio-engineering, Materials and Structures during
Extreme Events, and Wearable Sensors & Systems. Previously Lon
was Managing President, Strategy and Advanced Technology, for
ARCSAFE LLC. (the ARCitecture for SAFEr schools). He was also
President, CTO and Founder of Cerver Systems, Inc., a provider of
military grade, cyber security for commercial enterprises. Lon holds a
BS in Information Technology from the University of Phoenix, and is
enrolled in the Master of Science systems architecture and
engineering program at USC.

Mr. Neroda is a member of Booz Allen’s
Strategic Innovations Group in the area of
Analytics. He has been delivering a
combination of Analytics and Digital
Solutions and in this role, he leads efforts
across the Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps
and defense markets to migrate DoD
solutions from traditional hosting environment to certified, accredited
commercial cloud environments. Included in these efforts is
developing analytics environments that leverage the latest
commercial and open source solutions to establish a common data
environment supporting complex data science, machine learning,
and artificial intelligence approaches. These projects have included
the processing of real time data feeds from a range of air and ground
platforms to execute predictive analytics to support maintenance
operations. Neroda holds an M.B.A in Management Information
Systems from George Mason University, and a B.S. in Industrial and
Systems Engineering from Virginia Tech.

James Meng - Visiting Scholar, SDSC
Dr. Meng entered the U.S. Senior Executive
Service in 1998 and retired on June 27th,
2015 as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, Business Enterprise Solutions, Office
of the Secretary of the Navy. Dr. Meng led
development of common data standards,
system architectures and integration of
business intelligence for the Department of the Navy. He established
the Navy’s large-scale system of systems strategies toward a
boundary-less enterprise. Dr. Meng’s awards include the Superior
Civilian Service Medal, 2015, and the Navy Senior Executive Service
Performance Awards, 2000-2015. Dr. Meng is the author of twenty
one refereed journal articles in the Journal of Fluid Mechanics, Journal
of AIAA, Journal of Applied Optics, and the Journal of Computational
Physics. He is currently Visiting Scholar at UC San Diego.

Viswanath Nandigam - Associate Director ACID, SDSC
Viswanath Nandigam is the associate
director of the Advanced Cyberinfrastructure
Development Lab at the San Diego
Supercomputer Center. He is the principal
investigator of the NSF funded
OpenTopography project and a coinvestigator on two NASA funded projects
that address challenges related to web based data dissemination.
He is also involved in several data intensive projects in the ecology
and bioinformatics domains. His research interests include scientific
data acquisition and management, data intensive application
development, parallel and federated database systems and
information integration.

Michael Norman - Director, SDSC
Michael L. Norman is the Director of the San
Diego Supercomputer Center and
Distinguished Professor of Physics at UC
San Diego where he also directs the
Laboratory for Computational Astrophysics.
He received his B.S. from Caltech in 1975,
and his Ph. D. from UC Davis in 1980. After
holding appointments at the Lawrence Livermore and Los Alamos
National Laboratories, the Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics, and
the National Center for Supercomputing Applications, he joined the
faculty at UC San Diego in 2000. His research focus is the computer
simulation of astronomical phenomena using supercomputers, and
the development of the numerical methods to carry them out. He is
the author of over 200 papers on diverse topics including star
formation, cosmic jets, and cosmological evolution. He was elected
Fellow of the American Physical Society in 2001, and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2005.

Steve Orrin - Chief Technologist, Intel Federal
Steve Orrin is Chief Technologist, Intel’s
Federal Division & Intel Federal LLC. Steve is
responsible for Cyber Security and Cloud
Strategy, Solution Architecture and
Engagements. Steve is a recognized expert
on enterprise security and was named one
of InfoWorld’s Top 25 CTO’s of 2004. In
2009, Steve was a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Defense
Studies. Steve is active in several professional security associations,
a co-Founder of the Web Application Security Consortium, and
Vice-Chair of the NSITC/IDESG Security Committee.
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Raj Patil - CEO and Co-Owner, AEEC
Mr. Patil is co-owner and CEO of AEEC. He
oversees AEEC operations and is
responsible for devising the company’s
strategies, innovation initiatives and
continuous process improvements. Mr. Patil
holds a Master’s degree in Chemical
Engineering from Michigan Technological
University. He is also a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Owner
President Management (OPM) program. He is a registered
professional engineer in the District of Columbia, Virginia, Maryland,
Utah, and Wyoming. Mr. Patil served as a council member on GSA’s
Information Technology Industry Government (ITIG) Council from
2008-2010. Currently, he is serving as the Vice President of the
Harvard Business School Club of Washington, DC. He is also a board
member of The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) in Washington DC.

Scott Pearson - Account Executive, Cray
Scott Pearson is a Sales Executive at Cray
leading the analytics and deep learning
compute sales program. This includes Cray’s
first deep learning system with Samsung for
autonomous vehicle development. Before
joining Cray, Scott served as Director Big
Data and HPC at Brocade where he was on
the organizing committee for the Workshop on Big Data
Benchmarking. He has also served as an Industry Fellow at the San
Diego Supercomputing Center. Earlier in his career Scott was with
start-up VA Linux Systems directing the datacenter program. Scott
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Utah.

Bob Petcavich - StemoniX
Dr. Bob Petcavich, Co-founder and Chief
Science Advisor of StemoniX, is a successful
serial inventor and entrepreneur, holding
nearly 60 patents.

Alex (Azhar) Qureshi - Clean Energy Blockchain Network
Alex Qureshi is an energy industry veteran,
having worked with F-500 energy
companies including Sempra Energy and
Noble Energy. Alex has modelled and risk
managed cost elements in a $750 million
wholesale energy portfolio, and served as
business lead in developing energy
settlement software for three North American physical markets. As a
Lead Energy Structurer, Alex has closed over 150 retail transactions
amounting to $80 million in revenues. Mr. Qureshi has a MBA from
Alliant International University, San Diego, CA, and an Associate’s
Degree in Mechanical Engineering and Bachelors’ Degree in
Industrial Engineering from University of Bombay, India.

Joe Rohner - Chief Technologist, Strategic Innovation
Group, Booz Allen Hamilton
Joe Rohner is a Chief Technologist lead in
Booz Allen Hamilton’s Data Science and
Artificial Intelligence group with a primary
focus of driving analytics into the Navy
Marine Corps market and helping define
how the Navy can use data science to
become a more mission-ready organization.
As the Strategic Innovation Group Data Science and Artificial
Intelligence West Coast lead, Joe is actively developing and
delivering data science and artificial intelligence solutions across
multiple markets, which focuses on building and managing a team
of Data Scientists delivering machine learning, large-scale & stream
data processing, unstructured data processing, creative data
visualization, and rapid solution prototyping. Joe holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Statistics and a MBA from San Diego State University
- California State University. He also holds a Master’s Certification in
Business Analytics from Indiana University Bloomington.

Nicholas Schork - Prof., The Scripps Research Institute
Dr. Schork is Director of Bioinformatics and
Biostatistics at the Scripps Translational
Science Institute; Director of Research,
Scripps Genomic Medicine; and Professor,
Department of Molecular and Experimental
Medicine at The Scripps Research Institute.
Dr. Schork’s interest and expertise is in the
areas of quantitative human genetics and genomics, especially the
design and implementation of methodologies used to dissect the
genetic basis of complex traits and diseases. Prior to his
appointments at Scripps, Dr. Schork was a Professor of Biostatistics
and Psychiatry, and Co-Director of the Center for Human Genetics
and Genomics at the University of California, San Diego from
2000-2007. Dr. Schork has published over 400 scientific articles
and book chapters on the analysis of complex, multifactorial traits
and diseases. Dr. Schork earned a B.A. in Philosophy, an M.A. in
Philosophy, an M.A. in Statistics, and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology all
from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

James Short - Lead Scientist, SDSC
Jim Short is Lead Scientist and co-founder
of the Center for Large Scale Data Systems
(CLDS) at the San Diego Supercomputer
Center. He has taught business strategy,
management information systems, and
communications theory at the London
Business School, Theseus Institute, and the
MIT Sloan School of Management. His current work focuses on
topics in data valuation and analytics. He holds S.B., S.M. and PhD
degrees from MIT.
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Gabriel Silva - Vice Chair, Bioengineering, UCSD

Hus Tigli - Founder, Xaxar

Gabriel A. Silva is Professor and Vice Chair
of the Department of Bioengineering at the
University of California, San Diego. He holds
a joint appointment in the Department of
Ophthalmology, and is the Director of the
Center for Engineered Natural Intelligence,
and Co-Director of the Retinal Engineering
Center in the Institute of Engineering in Medicine. He is an affiliated
faculty member in the Department of NanoEngineering, and a faculty
member in the BioCircuits Institute, the Neurosciences Graduate
Program, Computational Neurobiology Program, and Institute for
Neural Computation. He received his Hon.B.Sc. in human physiology,
B.Sc. in biophysics, and M.Sc. in neuroscience from the University of
Toronto, and his PhD in bioengineering and neurophysiology from
the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Hus Tigli has over 25 years of experience in
top leadership of technology businesses.
This includes 10 years in international large
company settings, and the last 18 years as a
serial entrepreneur, serving as the founding
CEO and/or Chairman of high-tech start-ups.
Prior to founding Xaxar, he led four other
start-ups. Forza Silicon, a mixed-signal IC chip company, has been
acquired by a public technology company, and the products and
technologies developed by his other start-ups have been sold or
licensed to major firms in their respective industries. Hus holds BS
and MS degrees in engineering from Columbia University and an
MBA from Harvard.

Robert Sinkovits - Director, Scientific Computing
Applications, SDSC
Robert Sinkovits, Ph.D. leads the scientific
applications efforts at the San Diego
Supercomputer Center. He has collaborated
with researchers spanning many fields
including physics, chemistry, astronomy,
structural biology, finance, ecology, climate,
immunology and the social sciences, always
with an emphasis on making the most effective use of high end
computing resources. Before returning to SDSC, he was the primary
developer of the AUTO3DEM and IHRSR++ software packages used
for solving the structures of icosahedral and helical macromolecular
structures, respectively. Together with Richard Scheuermann (J.
Craig Venter Institute), he co-leads the Human Vaccine Projects Data
Management and Bioinformatics Hub. He has approximately 50
journal publications, book chapters and conference proceedings.
He is also an avid cyclist and mountain climber, having summited
more than 300 peaks.

Michael Sossong - Vice President & Chief Technology
Officer, Decision Sciences
Dr. Sossong is VP of research and
development and CTO for Decision Sciences.
He joined Decision Sciences in 2008 as
director of nuclear research and led the
development of a commercial multi-mode
passive detection system and other
proprietary scanners and methods.
Previously, Dr. Sossong worked at the Los Alamos National Laboratory
where he investigated muon tomography and was instrumental in the
creation of full-physics simulation models for muon tomography
development. Michael received his PhD, Masters and Bachelor’s
degrees from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Steve Todd - Fellow, Dell Technologies
Steve Todd began his career as a software
engineer and holds a B.S. and M.S. in
Computer Science from the University of
New Hampshire. Steve has filed over 250
patent applications with the US Patent and
Trademark Office. Currently, he is a Dell
Technologies Fellow and Vice President of
Strategy and Innovation, assisting the CTO in creating a global
technical strategy. Steve has published two books: Innovate with
Influence and Innovate with Global Influence. He blogs regularly on
his own Information Playground, and is recognized as a Top Ten
Innovation Blogger. He currently works with customers on new tools
and services for determining the value of data. He can be followed
on Twitter at @SteveTodd.

Vu Tran - Lead Data Scientist, Booz Allen Hamilton
Mr. Vu Tran has over ten years of collective
professional and research experience. Over
the past six years, Mr. Tran has successfully
developed and implemented machine
learning algorithms to support applications in
computer vision, natural language
processing, audio and signal processing,
graph analytics, and predictive analytics for multiple client spaces
including national security, oil and energy, and medical and health.
Mr. Tran’s machine learning experience includes the development of
deep convolutional neural network architectures for pattern
recognition in complex, large-scale image, video, audio, signal, and
text datasets. In addition, Mr. Tran’s prior work on named entity
recognition and relation extraction in unstructured text was
instrumental in enabling a form of semantic search on enterprise
cloud infrastructures.
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Ping Yeh - Co-founder and CEO, Stemonix
Ping Yeh is CEO/Co-founder of StemoniX, a
biotech startup that is transforming how
therapeutic companies prepare for clinical
trials. StemoniX makes human microOrgans
from anyone’s skin/blood and helps
pharmaceutical companies discover new
therapeutics for diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and Autism to even Zika Virus. Founded in early 2014,
StemoniX was born from Ping’s experience as a cancer survivor,
which inspired him to build a world-class team to address the new
challenges of drug discovery and personalized medicine.
Interestingly, he began his career as a nanotechnologist for the
storage and IT/data center industry and later leveraged his knowhow to create StemoniX. The company now serves the needs of
many of the top pharmaceutical companies in the world and was the
2017 award recipient of Red Herring 100 North America, which
highlights the top 100 most innovative tech companies on the
continent. Ping received his BS and MS in mechanical engineering
with an emphasis in nanotechnology from UC San Diego, MBA from
Univ. of Minnesota’s Carlson School, M&A Certification from Kellogg
and is internationally certified in Program and Project Management.

Noah Zeidman - Business Development, AEEC, LLC
Noah Zeidman is a Business Development
and Proposal Specialist at AEEC, LLC. In
addition to acting as AEEC’s liaison with the
San Diego Supercomputer Center, Noah
also coordinates projects with technology
partners like Google Cloud. Noah is a recent
graduate of the University of Virginia.

Julio Guerrero - Senior Manager, Exponent
Dr. Guerrero is a mechanical engineer who
assists corporations globally with their
technology development needs. Dr.
Guerrero has worked in research and
development and business development in
diverse companies such as Draper
Laboratory in Cambridge, MA; Schlumberger
Research (SLB) in Houston, TX and Cambridge, MA; and FIAT-IVECO
in Torino Italy. Dr. Guerrero’s technical expertise includes analyzing,
designing, and developing mechanical systems, including those for
extreme conditions. He has experience with the energy and oil and
gas industries and is an owner of over 20 mechanical system patents
worldwide. Dr. Guerrero earned his master’s and Ph.D. degrees from
the University of Texas at Austin and was awarded the Honorary
Doctoral degree from Universidad Nacional de Ingeniería in
Lima-Peru in 2015.
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